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Since I’m new, what would you like to 
discuss?



How do you see the relationship between 
ICCA and ARA?

• Retailers Employ CCA Agronomists

• CCA Agronomists Add Creditability to Retailers

• CCA Agronomic Recommendations Add Margin to Product Sales

• Value Added Retailers Provide Value for Certification

• CCA are the Translators of Science to Profitable Production

• ARA Touts Value of CCA’s at all Washington Agencies

• Retailer and CCAs Continue to Value Continuous Education

• CCA’s and Retailers are the Educators of Sustainability Profitable 
Practices 



Vision (who we are)

ARA is the recognized 
unified national voice and 
trusted resource for 
agricultural retailers and 
distributors.

Mission (what we do)

ARA unites its members and their 

interests to advocate and educate 

on their behalf, provide services 

to improve their businesses, and 

preserve their freedom to operate 

and innovate, ensuring a safe and 

plentiful food supply for all.

Vision & Mission ARA





Strategic Goals • Advocacy
Develop and Strengthen relationships with 
policymakers and allies driven by ARA member 
priorities.
Increase engagement in advocacy by employees 
of ARA member companies.
Identify and effectively engage policy issues that 
matter to ag retailers.

• Membership
Demonstrate the indispensable value of ARA 
membership to ag retailers and suppliers 
dedicated to a successful business.

• Stakeholders
Members, partners, allies, policymakers and 
other stakeholders trust ARA to be a reliable 
and timely source of information.  Members are 
able to access information they need from ARA 
easily and quickly, and the information gets to 
the right place in member organizations.





EPA = Endangering Production Agriculture



The EPA and US Army Corps finalized 
changes to the definition of the “Waters 
of the United States”

S O U R C E  EPA, NPR, OYEZ, E&E News, AP News.

P R E S E N T A T I O N  C E N T E R  6/1/23

• On December 30, 2022, a final rule regarding the WOTUS was issued by the EPA and US Army Corps of Engineers; the 
agencies originally announced their intent to revise the definition on June 9, 2021

• The new rule reverses Trump-era changes made to which waters are protected under the Clean Water Act and 
expand protections established prior to 2015

• Establishes a “durable definition” of “waters of the 
United States” using the latest research to build on 
the pre-2015 WOTUS definition

• Restores several clean water protections for 
hundreds of thousands of waterways

• Traditional navigable waters

• Territorial seas

• Interstate waters

• Upstream water resources

Changes to the WOTUS definition

We have put forward a rule that's clear, 
it's durable, and it balances that 

protecting of our water resources with 
the needs of all water users, whether it's 
farmers, ranchers, industry, watershed 

organizations,”

• A federal judge blocked the rule in Texas and Idaho in March 2023

• The Supreme Court again altered the definition of WOTUS in May 2023 by ruling that in order for wetlands 
to be federally protected they must be connected to a federally regulated body of water

SCOTUS

“

RADHIKA FOX
EPA Assistant Administrator for Water



Key votesBackground

• The Biden Administration announced a rule in 
December 2022 to redefine WOTUS

• On February 2, 2023, Rep. Graves and Sen. Moore 
Capito introduced a resolution through the 
Congressional Review Act to block the Biden 
Administration’s WOTUS rule 

• The rule officially took effect on March 20, 2023

Outlook
• The House and Senate passed 

the resolution in March 2023 
with votes from Republicans 
and a few moderate 
Democrats in both chambers

• President Biden vetoed the 
resolution on April 6, 2023

Rep. Sam Graves 
R-MO-6

Key provisions

Bill sponsors

Passed: Senate
3/29/23

Introduced: Senate
2/2/23 Sent to President

4/5/23 Passed: House
3/9/23

Introduced: House
2/2/23

Vetoed
4/6/23

H.J. Res 27

Status

S O U R C E  Congress.gov, EPA, Agri-Pulse.

P R E S E N T A T I O N  C E N T E R  4/10/23

Sen. Shelley Moore Capito 
R-WV

Nullifies the Department of Army, Corps of Engineers, 
Department of Defense, and Environmental 
Protection Agency rule on  “Revised Definition of 
‘Waters of the United States’”

S.J. Res 7

H.J. Res 27/S.J Res 7: Congressional disapproval 
of WOTUS rule 

227 198House Vote

53 43Senate Vote

Yes No

Yes No



Sackett v. EPA decision limits 
government regulation of water 
pollution into certain wetlands 

S O U R C E  AP News, SCOTUS Blog, SCOTUS, Daily Herd. 

P R E S E N T A T I O N  C E N T E R  5/30/23

BACKGROUND

• After purchasing a vacant 0.63-acre lot of land in Idaho approximately 300 feet from Priest Lake, the Sacketts began to develop the 
property; the EPA informed the Sacketts that their property contained wetlands and their development violated the Clean Water 
Act due to the discharge of pollutants into “waters of the United States”

RULING IMPLICATIONS

• The Supreme Court unanimously ruled that the land owned by the Sacketts was not subject to the Clean Water Act

• The 5-4 decision to implement a new rule to determine whether a wetland falls under federal jurisdiction replaces the broader 
“significant nexus” test which was used in the now overturned US Court of Appeals 9th Circuit’s ruling

• Environmental advocates claim that the decision would revoke protections on tens of millions of acres of wetlands and could 
undermine flood control efforts and projects on the Mississippi River and the Chesapeake Bay

• DECIDED: By a vote of 5-4, the Court determined that the Clean 
Water Act only extends to wetlands that have a “continuous 
surface connection” to a federally regulated body of water

Sackett v. Environmental 
Protection Agency

ThomasAlito Roberts Gorsuch Barrett Sotomayor Kagan Kavanaugh Jackson

“To assert jurisdiction over an adjacent wetland under the CWA, a party must establish… that the wetland has a 
continuous surface connection with that water, making it difficult to determine where the ‘water’ ends and the 
‘wetland’ begins.”

Justice Samuel 
Alito



EPA Office of Pesticide Programs: 
Key Topics

Pesticide 
Registrations 

Bulletin Live 
Notices (Issues for 

farmer and ag 
retailer)

Corn Refuge Acres? 
Existing Stocks 

Provisions

Label Reform

Application 
Exclusion Zone 
(AEZ) Revised 

Proposal

Federal and State 
Pesticide 

Preemption

NPDES Pesticide 
General Permit 

Recent Settlement

Endangered 
Species Act 

Working Group















ARA Farm Bill Priorities

Crop Insurance

Conservation

Biostimulants

Federal and State Pesticide Preemption

NPDES Permits

Broadband Infrastructure

Research







Why ARA?
Leverage and magnify your Voice

Industry visibility

Be recognized for achievements

Cost effective extension of staff Leadership opportunities

Influence policy outcomes

Expand knowledge network

Professional development programs

Networking opportunities

Up-to-the-minute updates from 

Capitol Hill and regulatory agencies



Connect with the Agricultural Retailers 
Association (ARA)

• Contact us at info@aradc.org.

• Go to www.aradc.org to learn more.

• Follow us on social media.

4201 Wilson Blvd. Suite 700 Arlington, VA 22203            T 202.457.0825

mailto:info@aradc.org
http://www.aradc.org/
https://www.instagram.com/agretailers/
https://www.facebook.com/AgriculturalRetailersAssociation
https://www.linkedin.com/company/agretailers/
https://twitter.com/AgRetailers
https://www.youtube.com/user/AgRetailersAssoc
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